
      

        NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH FLORIDA UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY SOCIETY

www.sfups.org

Cover Shot
Matthew Potenski

Meeting Schedule

March 9
April 13
May 11
June 8
July 13

August 10
September 14

October 12
November 9
December 14

John Fulop
Intra-Club Contest Winners February 2010

March 6th Tire Dive

Bio Blitz with National Geographic Dive

 2010 Intra Club Contest Subjects

 Links to Photo Contests

DUES ARE DUE, Classifieds, REEFNET Trip

March 2010

Submit ”Cover Photo” 
material to  the 

Newsletter Editor 
Suzan Meldonian,

561-394-6391 
or e-mail:

newsletter@sfups.org  
Please include a short 
paragraph about the 

photo, including camera 
information and location.

DEADLINE IS THE 
25th!

NEXT MEETING:
Tues. Mar. 9, 2010

7:30 PM at
El Palacio

(formerly the
Holiday Inn)

21485 N.W. 27th
Avenue, Miami
305-621-5801

SILENT DIVING

© Matthew Potenski

A defiant mangrove shoot sits in a seagrass bed awaiting its execution
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r Members in the News
Letter to the Editor

700,000 TIRES NEED TO BE PHOTOGRAPHED
 Broward County.

In the 1970s, under the auspices of permits issued by the State of Florida and 
the US Army Corps of Engineers, between 1 and 2 million tires were bundled and 
dumped into the ocean 1.3 miles off the coast of Broward County.  For over 30 
years no single entity had the funds or resource to address the removal of this 
amount of tires, covering an area of over 35 football fields.  

In 2006 a joint venture was entered into under the umbrella of Coastal America that 
brings a network of agencies Federal, State of Florida and Broward County.   These 
agencies developed a 3 year plan for removing and disposing of approximately 
670,000 tires, utilizing the Army Corps of Engineers, this leaving approximately 
700,000 tires still lying off the shores of Broward County.  Currently there is no plan 
in place to secure these tires before the next tidal surge.  

On March 6 a photo shoot of the tire field will leave from Bahia Mar Resort upon 
the Sea Experience with Capt. Bill Cole.  Photographers are asked to take photos 
of areas of the tire field. This is a great opportunity for those of you who want to 
photograph conservation concern photos and witness first hand the current state 
of affairs which needs to be visited. This is a fact-finding mission!

From photos collected perhaps a method of securing these tires can be designed.  
A proposal that is currently being analyzed is to spread a net similar to that used to 
catch high wire performers anchored to pins set in concrete to the ocean floor.
Apparently the original shoring is coming loose, I write this letter because these 
tires may impose decimation to our reef system.  Please work for an honorable 
goal and let a photo say a thousand words.
March 6, 2010 there will be a “tire dive” with Capt. Bill Cole, Sea Experience out of 
Bahia Mar Resort.
Contact  Bill at bill@seaexp.com  to book your dive! It’s this Saturday so act fast to 
book your spot. This is not a SFUPS sponsored dive.

To view the original docs… send an email to Suzan for a PDF to be sent to you. 
Sorry- can’t seem to figure out how to paste a lead to it in the Newsletter.

Thank you for being concerned

David Pressler, SFUPS Member & President
DRD ENTERPRISES INC. OF DAVIE
Monolithic Concrete Construction & Site Development

Conservation Photo-OPP ! 
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With John Fulop 
from Silent Diving Direct.

Have you ever wondered what it would 
be like to dive with a rebreather, or what 
is entailed in learning how to use this 
type of equipment? More importantly, 
what are the benefits as an underwater 
photographer in using this type of equip-
ment?

Meet John Fulop. He has planned a wonderful presentation on his equipment and will 
cover these areas and more! It is sure to be fascinating and envigorating!

What training is required to dive with the Inspiration Closed Circuit? 
The Inspiration Closed Circuit is a specialist piece of diving kit. Units will only be sold 
to divers who have successfully carried out a suitable training course. At present, 
training is carried out under IANTD , TDI, ANDI, and guidelines.

Is it easy to dive with? Weighing the same as a 15 litre (95cu ft) air cylinder 
with regulator and BC, the Inspiration is easy to handle on land and is a dream in the 
water. The stream-lined casing makes it feel like a 10 litre (80cu ft). Buoyancy control 
is slightly different to open circuit but soon mastered.

Do closed circuit, computerized rebreathers need a lot of mainte-
nance? Not this one. Sure you need to refill the cylinders occasionally and change 
the Sofnolime - the chemical granules that absorb carbon dioxide in the Scrubber unit 
- but you do all that at the end of the day’s diving. The breathing hoses, mouthpiece 
and counterlungs are just the same as a BC. Wash them out at the end of the day, 
sterilize them at the end of the trip and maybe before the next trip as well, depending 
on how long you’ve stored it. 

To see more visit their website www. http://silentdivingdirect.com/

THE FREEDOM 
OF 

SILENT DIVING

Mar 2010



National Geographic in the Field  
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/field/projects/bioblitz-fl-2010.html

Florida’s Biscayne National Park 
 

Break out your fins: The National Geographic-National Park Service 
BioBlitz is coming to Florida’s Biscayne National Park April 30 and May 1, 
2010.

Ecologists, taxonomists, naturalists, photographers, families, teachers, stu-
dents, outdoor and underwater enthusiasts will descend on—and in—
Biscayne to tally as many species as possible in just 24 hours. From 
nearby Miami and across the country, they’ll be scouting for pelicans, man-
atees, sea turtles, butterflies, beetles, corals, fish, mangrove trees, bacte-
ria, and other organisms—many found nowhere else in the United States.

About 95 percent of the national park is under water, and world-renowned 
marine scientists will be on hand for the event.

Prior National Geographic-National Park Service BioBlitzes near Chicago 
and Los Angeles and in Washington, D.C. drew thousands of participants. 
Pre-registration for limited-space activities such as species identification 
field teams is recommended.

On-line registration will open to the general public in March 2010. In the 
meantime, please email bioblitz@ngs.org if you wish to be notified when 
registration begins
 Scientist registration is now open. Register Now 
 Teacher registration is now open. Register Now 

We’ll post BioBlitz updates here and on National Geographic BlogWild.
Learn more about Biscayne National Park here: 
http://www.nps.gov/bisc/index.htm

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

Bio Blitz 2010  

SFUPS IS PLANNING A DIVE BOAT FOR SATURDAY MORNING OF THE BIO BLITZ

In order for your images to be submitted as part of this epic event, you will need to reg-
ister once open enrollment begins. Our dive boat will not be listed, but our image taking 
and submission has been approved for entry.

Suzan Meldonian will be coordinating this dive boat and will be the coordinator between 
SFUPS and National Geographic.

From the 
National 
Geographic 
Website

Mar 2010



Special Thanks to Lureen Ferretti...

Lureen was invited to be a scientific expert due to her scientific level with 
REEF, and she brought this wonderful event to our awareness!

THANK YOU LUREEN !!!

This is going to be a massive undertaking. This is National Geo’s 4th Bio Blitz 
and how fortunate are we that it is right in our back yard. 

A few of SFUPS members have signed up to lead groups.

NG will have National Park Boats taking the public Snorkeling, and seigning 
in the mangroves, in addition to birding and insects and 

NG’s idea is to set up about 30 folks from the public with each leader. The 
leaders will be there to assist the public identifying what they have seen so 
they can document their cards.

They will be covering all of Biscayne National Park!  

The point is to get the public involved and raise the awareness through this 
endeavor. 

As a result, National Geographic although not sponsoring any SCUBA, has 
expressed their desire for Underwater photographic documentation.

They have seen our wonderful website and would love us to be part of this 
endeavor. How exciting.

At this time, we are the only organized underwater photography on-scuba 
planned. 

You will need to register in a couple of weeks when registration is open to the 
public in order to submit your photos taken on the Saturday AM dive.
Dive boat is still to be determined.

The sign ups will give you the opportunity to choose who you wish to sign up 
with depending on the area of documentation you would like to be involved 
but there will not be a sign up for this scuba trip. 

So, we are working on getting a boat together and will announce asap!

From Friday April 29 12:00 Noon to Saturday May 1 Noon, the idea is to 
document as many fish and marine fauna/creatures as possible. They aren’t 
looking for “pretty pictures,” as much as they are looking for identifiable ani-
mals and fauna. This is a great opportunity.

We pay our own way. 

Mar 2010

Bio Blitz 2010  
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WINNERS of  the INTRA CLUB CONTEST :  
February: Masters  Odd Couples

1st Place: Wayne MacWilliams

2nd Place: Steve Kovacs

3rd Place: Lureen Ferretti

4th Place: Steve Kovacs

5th Place: Wayne MacWilliams

MAR 2010
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4th Place: Kirk Kilfoyle

3rd Place: Patrice Marker

5th Place: Ray Schreiber

WINNERS of  the INTRA CLUB 

CONTEST February: 
CHALLENGERS:  Sand Dwellers 

1st Place Lureen Ferretti
2nd Place:Bernd Meier

Mar 2010
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FUTURE 
INTRA-CLUB
CONTESTS

MARCH
M - Jellies
C - Sea Slugs

APRIL
M - Silhouettes
C - Ambient Light

MAY
M -Pretty Pink
C -Patterns

JUNE
M - Humor
C -W/A Sponges

JULY
M - Polka Dots
C -Bars & Stripes

AUGUST
M -Squid/Cuttlefish
C -Octopus

SEPTEMBER
M -Close Focus W/A

C -Reef Scapes

OCTOBER
M - Carry da Load
C -Hitchin a Ride

NOVEMBER
M - Commensalism

C -Cleaning Station
CREATIVE

DECEMBER
VIDEO DUE
& HOLIDAY 
PARTY

2010 PHOTO CONTEST RULES

Digital Files: 
Realizing that some computer adjustments are necessary for digital files, we ask 
that only minor adjustments be made in the computer. Only minor cropping, 
color adjustments, backscatter removal and sharpening are allowed.  No extreme 
computer manipulation, removing items or adding items to the image. 
• Images will be submitted prior to the meeting so that they can be compiled for 
easy viewing and judging. 
• Image size should be no greater than 1024 pixels on the long side and the file 
size should be less than 
1.4 megabytes. Images should be submitted in JPEG format. 
• Each image file name must include your name, month, category, and number.  
Use “mastr” for Masters Category and “chall” for Challengers category.  For 
example an image submitted by John Doe for the January Challengers contest 
would be named: JDoe-JanChall-1.jpeg  
• Entries must sent via email to Alena Carlini at  audiovisual@sfups.org  by 12 
noon on the Sunday before the meeting.

Once an image has won in any category, it must be retired from further competi-
tions. 

Alena will send you a confirming email to let you know she has received the file.  

Send to audiovisual@sfups.org

If you can’t find your newsletter- you can always check on our website. www.
sfups.org        For our new members, winning shots accumulate points through-
out the year. Challengers may compete in both Challengers and Masters catego-
ries.  Only 2 entries per month -per person (except on the day contests). Masters 
are those who have previously won Photographer of the year, and they may only 
compete in the Masters categories. 

The person with the highest points wins the illustrious title of “Photographer of 
the Year” and is awarded a beautiful trophy.  Please see the website for the point 
system. Good luck!  Bonne chance!
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MASTERS CHALLENGERS
FEBRUARY Odd Couples – main subject of the 

photo is two fish/creatures that are not 
of the same species doing something 
together. The key word is odd – this 
excludes cleaning or symbiosis which 
are “normal” for the featured species

Sand Dwellers – fishes or other mobile creatures 
that make their home in the sand (animals, not 
plants; may include anemones, sea pens - which 
are soft corals, mushroom corals - which are hard 
corals).

MARCH Jellies – includes jellyfishes, box jellies, 
salps, and other free-swimming gelati-
nous or jelly-like animals. 

Sea Slugs - must be a gastropod mollusk which 
includes headshield slugs, sapsucking slugs, side-
gill slugs, seahares and nudibranchs.  Does not 
include flatworms.

APRIL Silhouettes – subject must be very dark 
to black against a light background. 
 

Ambient Light – no strobes, photos taken in shal-
lower water work best.  

MAY Pretty in Pink Patterns

JUNE
Humor – may include divers. Wide Angle featuring Sponges – a sponge or group 

of sponges as the main subject of the W/A photo.

JULY Polka Dots – a fish or creature that 
has well-defined dots, not irregular 
splotches.

Bars & Stripes – subject must have contrasting 
vertical (bars), horizontal (stripes) or oblique bands 
or lines of color.

AUGUST Squid or Cuttlefish Octopus

SEPTEMBER Close Focus Wide Angle –  forced 
perspective - the main subject is very 
close to the lens and looks larger than 
life when compared to the wide angle 
background.

Reef Scapes – reef  scenes shot with a wide angle 
lens.

OCTOBER Carry the Load – a creature physi-
cally carrying something. (e.g. crab 
with urchin on back, jawfish with rock 
in mouth, cardinalfish with eggs in 
mouth).
 

Hitching a Ride – a fish or creature riding on another 
fish/creature.  (e.g.  a remora on a shark, a shrimp 
on a nudibranch).

NOVEMBER Commensalism – two different animals 
living together in a symbiotic relation-
ship in which one or both benefit but 
neither is harmed (e.g. Shrimp-goby 
with its host shrimp, anemonefish in 
host anemone).

Cleaning Stations - must feature the cleaner and 
its client(s).

S P E C I A L 
(November) 
open to all

“Creative” – anything goes (no points 
for this one, just have fun & let your 
imagination run wild).

To be announced: Sometime between May and October there will be an on-the-day contest in which contestants 
participate in a dive or dives and submit up to two of their photos taken on those dives. This one is for points, open 
to all club members. Space may be limited depending on the venue, so sign up early once this is announced.

Contest 
Subjects

Mar 2010



2010 Windland Smith 
Rice  
International Awards        
                                                      
               DEADLINE  April 5, 2010 
Nature’s Best Photography magazine invite all photographers to enter the 2010 Windland Smith Rice International Awards 
competition. Category Winners and a selection of Highly Honored photographs will be displayed in an exhibition at the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, one of the most widely respected and highly visited museums in the 
world. In addition, all winning images will be published in the 2010 Awards collector’s edition of Nature’s Best Photography 
magazine. Entries are judged on technical quality, originality, and artistic merit. Enter a TOTAL of up to 20 images for one 
entry fee of $25 US dollars this website or mailed to our office in Reston, Virginia, USA (see below). Deadline: January 1 
until April 5, 2010

http://www.naturesbestphotography.com/enter_guidelines.php

Nature’s Best Photography

Mar 2010

National Wildlife Deadline is July 6. 
http://www.nwf.org/PhotoContest/  is now accepting entries to our 40th annual contest. 
Cash prizes totaling more than $30,000 — including two $5,000 grand prizes — will be 
awarded to the winners in three divisions: Professional, Amateur and Youth. Winning 
photographs will be published online and a selection will appear in the December 2010 
issue of the magazine. Enter today!
Visit our 2010 Contest page for entry details and categories. .

BioBlitz -- Registration Now Open for Scientists and Experts 

Dear BioBlitzers:  On-line registration is now open for 
scientists, naturalists, and other experts who wish to 
lead efforts to identify species within the park. Please 
follow the registration link on the BioBlitz web site,  
 
www.nationalgeographic.com/bioblitz  
 
On that web site, you will also see a link to “Important information and papers for scientists” which takes you 
to meeting notes, presentations, and related documents from the January 22 orientation session. They cover 
issues like research permit requirements, boat logistics, opportunities to work with K-12 school groups, curation 
requirements, maps, etc. We know that many of you could not attend the session and we promised that we would dis-
tribute the files.  
 
This year’s BioBlitz is logistically complicated because most travel requires boats and we cannot assume liability for 
the use of boats provided by anyone other than the National Park Service. We’ve tried to make the issue clear on the 
registration page, but if you have questions or are uncertain about how to register and participate in the blitz, please 
call or email.  
 
Please note that registration closes on March 8, after which we will diligently assemble and launch the public registra-
tion site. Because of spam filters, it’s possible that some people on this distribution list will not see this email. If you 
have colleagues who want to participate as experts, please forward this message to them.  
Thank you again for your interest in the BioBlitz and in Biscayne National Park! We are all looking forward to meeting 
you at the BioBlitz and discovering all sorts of fascinating organisms.  
 
Best wishes, Tim Watkins NGS/NPS Bioblitz Team Bioblitz@ngs.org  
2010 BioBlitz: Biscayne National Park, April 30-May 1  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/bioblitz  202-775-6186

A Chance to work with National Geographic in 
Biscayne Bay Apr 30- May 1
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                             THE CLASSIFIED’S

DUES ARE DUE
It’s time to pay your dues for 2010.  The annual dues are:

$35.00 for an individual  (STILL!!!)

$45.00 for a family

$20.00 for an “Out of the Area” non-participating membership

Send your check, made out to “SFUPS”, to:  

Steve Jarocki,  8907 W. Oakland Park Blvd., Sunrise, FL  33351

(Or, bring your check to the next 
meeting)

Mar 2010

FOR SALE: 
Canon XT (300D) Digital Rebel (body only), Ikelite housing with built-in electronic controls, 6-inch 
dome port for wide angle and flat port for 18-55 or 60 mm macro lenses, charger, two batteries and 
owner’s manual.  Both camera and housing are in perfect working condition.  The camera has a 
scratch on the top. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000 firm. 

Contact Amaury Cruz - amaurycruz@yahoo.com

FOR SALE: 
Nikon D200 camera with Nikon 12-24 lens and Subal ND20 housing with magnifying viewfinder for 
$3,300. 
Contact Fletcher Forbes - jandfforbes@mac.com

FOR SALE:
Light & Motion “SunRay Mini-S Pro Video Lights”. Includes (2) HID Lightheads on Infinity Arms 
w/ Wet Connectors,  (2) Battery Pods, (4) Lithium-Ion Battery Packs & 110/240 Fast Charger. 
Very Good Condition..........................$995.00

Light & Motion “SunRay Mini-S Elite Video Lights”. Includes (2) Halogen Lightheads on Infinity 
Arms w/ Wet Connectors,  (2) Battery Pods, (4) NiMH Battery Packs & 110/240 Fast Charger. 
Very Good Condition............................................$599.00
***Buy Both and will include @ no cost a hardware kit to “stack” (4) battery pods for long burn 
times on a single dive.
Olympus PT-E03 Housing. Includes Olympus E-410 DSLR Camera, Zuiko ED 14-42mm Zoom Lens, Olympus 
PPO-E05 Lens Port for 14-42mm, extra camera battery, battery charger, CF 2GB memory card,  spare o-rings, 
INON fiber-optic kit, manuals & boxes. (Only need zoom gear for lens, strobe(s) and strobe arm(s) for complete 
system using included 14-42mm lens)...................$995.00 

SeaQuest Black Diamond BC. Size XL. Like new condition w/ standard power infla-
tor................................................................$275.00

Contact Jeff Hutchinson. E-mail: bouncedvr@comcast.net or mobile 954-612-2922
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RAJA AMPAT TO KOMODO TRIP May 3- MAY 19   3 SPOTS LEFT

The purpose of this email is to alert you (and hopefully thereby the members of SFUPS) about the second of 
our documentation/research expeditions. I’ll be leading this one from May 3-19 in the same general region as 
Keri’s December trip. This is a 16-day cruise aboard Pindito from Raja Ampat almost all the way to Komodo...
a tremendous itinerary which is ideally suited to our mission of documenting as many species as possible.
The full details for our expedition goals and the particulars about the upcoming expedition are at:

  http://reefnet.ca/travel/  and  http://reefnet.ca/travel/expeditions/2010/05/

We are looking to fill 3 remaining spaces with keen photographers, videographers, and/or marine life enthusi-
asts with good eyes. Naturally we again thought of you and your friends/members. Perhaps you can get the 
word out?

Looking forward to meeting and diving with you one day!

Kris

REEFNET HAS 3 SPOTS LEFT RAJA AMPAT 

RSMAS Sea Secrets Lectures Back in Full swing
http://www.rsmas.miami.edu/info/calendar/

DUES ARE DUE
It’s time to pay your dues for 2010.  The annual dues are:

$35.00 for an individual  (STILL!!!)

$45.00 for a family

$20.00 for an “Out of the Area” non-participating membership

Send your check, made out to “SFUPS”, to:  

Steve Jarocki,  8907 W. Oakland Park Blvd., Sunrise, FL  33351

(Or, bring your check to the next meeting)
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Parting Shot  
by 

Matthew Potenski

Matthew Potenski
  is the SFUPS 

Featured 
Photographer

 for 
March 2010

Visit 
www.sfups.org

 to see 
our galleries

Your on-line gallery 
comes with your 

paid membership..
Take Advantage!

Mar 2010

JOIN

S
F
U
P
S

 update your 
Gallery!

Steve Jarocki, 8907 W. Oakland Pk. Blvd., Sunrise, FL  33351

©  Matthew Potenski

A juvenile lemon shark patrols the mangrove roots in the lagoon 
of Bimini, Bahamas


